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WEST AUSTRALIAN RANDOM SAMPLE 
EGG LAYING TEST, 1961-1962 
By P. SMETANA (B.Sc. Agric.) and F. A. E. HUNT 
FIRST REARING REPORT 
A NUMBER of important changes have been incorporated in the fifth Random Sample Egg Laying Test, which is now in progress at the Department of Agri-
culture's Poultry Research Station. 
These have been adopted as a result of 
recommendations to the Director of Agri-
culture from the April, 1961 meeting of 
the Joint Poultry Industry Improvement 
Committee. This committee is made up 
of representatives from the various sec-
tions of the poultry industry in Western 
Australia. 
The most significant modification ap-
proved by the Director concerned the 
publication of results. 
It was decided that in future the names 
of entrants would be published with the 
results, beginning with the fifth test. 
Reasons for this were:— 
(1) Public opinion is clearly in favour 
of the publication of names. 
Farmers and hatcherymen are 
also in favour. 
(2) It was felt that the test would 
lose its effectiveness and not ful-
fil its objects efficiently unless 
the names of entrants were re-
leased to the public, together 
with their results. The fact that 
most of the people interested in 
the results of the test were in 
favour of publication of names 
meant that confidence in the 
test would be lost unless this 
idea were a d o p t s . 
(3) The original reason for not pub-
lishing names was to protect 
individual hatcheries who may 
have suffered from poor results 
in the first few years. Four years 
have elapsed since the first test. 
In this time entrants who had 
poor results have had an oppor-
tunity to adopt improved breeding 
methods to raise the quality of 
their flocks. It is felt that under 
present conditions no undue harm 
will come to any particular en-
trant when names are published. 
(4) During the past year considerable 
confusion has arisen from some 
published advertisements, whose 
claims of good test results could 
not be verified. This has resulted 
in much adverse criticism of the 
value of the test. Such confusion 
would be avoided if names were 
published with results. 
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(5) One of the aims of the test was 
to indicate to the chick buyer 
the quality of commercial grade 
chickens. Under the old system 
this purpose was only doubtfully 
fulfilled because in practice it is 
extremely difficult to gain suffi-
cient information in this regard. 
I t was hoped that voluntary ad-
vertising would serve to dissemin-
ate information but experience 
has shown that this method was 
most unsatisfactory. The only 
clear and simple method of in-
forming the public of the quality 
of entrants' chicks is to publish 
names and results. 
(6) In nearly all tests throughout the 
world, names are published along 
with results. 
It is important to realise that the names 
of entrants in this first rearing report have 
been arranged in alphabetical order. 
In subsequent progressive reports they 
will be ranked according to profit per 
bird as calculated from income less feed 
costs. 
Although day-old female chicks were 
collected, the test does not commence 
officially until the birds are eight weeks 
old. 
The test is conducted by the Department 
of Agriculture at the Poultry Research 
Station, Wembley. 
TABLE 1 
REARING RESULTS AT HOUSING (21 WEEKS AND 3 DAYS) 
Names are in Alphabetical Order for this Report 
Same of Entry 
Mortality 
0-8 
weeks 
9-21 3/7 
weeks 
No. of 
birds 
placed 
in 
laying 
Body 
weight 
per 
bird at 
21 3/7 
weeks 
Average 
feed 
consumed 
per entry 
9-21 3/7 
weeks 
Feed cost 
per entry 
from 
8 weeks 
W. T. Adams 
Albany Bell Hatchery 
Albany Bell Hatchery 
1 . T. Angel 
Austral Hatchery 
S . A. BeU 
X. A. BeU 
Chalmers Hatchery 
A. Charlton 
T. P. Conlon 
W. A. Cook 
W. A. Cook 
M. Fawkes * Son 
Hamptons Poultry Stud 
Hamptons Poultry Stnd 
B, H. Hlckaon D. G. Hoult 
Mulvray Hatchery .... 
S. L. Porter 
Radio Hatchery 
Kadio Hatchery 
S. G. Roberts 
K. A. Swannell 
A. Tyler 
Wexham Hatchery 
Control 
Test Average 
W./X 
W.L./A 
W.L./C.C 
W.L./A 
W.L./A 
W.L 
W.L./A 
W.L./A 
W.L./A 
W.L./A 
A./W.L W.L./A./W.L. 
W.L./A 
W.L./A 
Anst 
W.L./A 
W.L./A 
W.L./A 
W.L./A 
A./W.L 
W.L./A 
W.L./A 
W.L 
W.L./A 
W.L./A 
W.L 
% 
3-33 
Nil 
3-33 
Na 
1-67 
3-33 
5 0 0 
3-33 
1-67 
3-33 
1-67 
18-33 
3-33 
5-00 
3-33 
SU 
1-67 
3-33 
3-33 
18-33 
1-67 
3-33 
6-66 
3-33 
1-67 
18-33 
2-40 
% 
4-17 
2-08 
Nil 
2 0 8 
2-08 
4-17 
Na 
12-50 
2-08 
6-25 
8-33 
2-08 
6-25 
4 1 7 
NU 
2-08 
8-33 
4-17 
4-17 
6-25 
2-08 
4 1 7 
8-33 
6-25 
NU 
Na 
1-96 
46 
47 
48 
47 
47 
46 
48 
42 
47 
45 
44 
47 
45 
46 
48 
47 
44 
46 
46 
45 
47 
46 
44 
45 
48 
48 
46 
lb. 
3-41 
4-00 
3-90 
4-02 
4-02 
3-24 
3-65 
4-07 
3-70 
3-84 
3-91 
3-62 
3-95 
3-84 
4-32 
3-72 
3-41 
4-04 
3-93 
4-07 
4-10 
4 1 0 
3-57 
4-02 
4 0 2 
2-98 
3-86 
lb. 
918-87 
924-75 
927-78 
877-87 
878-97 
869-17 
851-64 
898-27 
879-99 
862-91 
950-33 
926-28 
858-38 
893-78 
905-22 
926-96 
805-80 
910-05 
872-35 
937-11 
955-77 
935-07 
844-86 
889-85 
896-76 
908-04 
895-95 
£ s. d. 
15 8 3 
15 8 3 
15 9 3 
14 12 7 
14 13 0 
14 9 9 
14 3 10 
14 19 5 
14 13 4 
14 7 8 
15 16 9 
15 8 9 
14 6 2 
14 17 11 
15 1 9 
15 9 0 
13 8 7 
15 3 4 
14 10 9 
15 12 4 
15 IS 7 
15 11 8 
14 1 7 
14 16 7 
14 18 11 
15 2 8 
14 13 8 
Note. W.L. = 
W.L/A. = 
Anst. = 
A . / W . L . = 
C.C. 
Control = 
White Leghorn. 
First Cross. 
Australorp. 
Anstralorp/White Leghorn. 
Criss Cross. 
C.S.I.R.O. (Victoria) unimproved flock 
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TABLE 2 
DETAILS OF MORTALITY 
Disease 
Omphalitis 
TJricaemia .... 
Pneumonia .... 
Unknown* .... 
Intestinal Coccidiosis 
Fowl Paralysis 
Post Vaccinal Reaction 
Peritonitis 
Evisceration 
Hepatitis 
Visceral Leucosis 
Gizzard Impaction 
Total 
0-8 weeks 1 9-21 3/7 weeks Total 
9 
14 
1 
36 14 
4 
17 
6 
1 
1 
1 
4 
1 
60 49 
9 
14 
1 
50 
4 
17 
6 
1 
1 
I 
4 
1 
109 
* Most of the " unknown deaths " were chickens which died during week-ends and which were unsuitable for 
pathological examination. 
PROGRESSIVE LAYING REPORT TO MARCH 4, 1962 
UMS report covers the first ten weeks of the official 50 week laying period. 
During this period severe heat wave 
conditions were experienced and although 
production was affected at times only one 
death was recorded from heat prostration. 
Overall production was satisfactory, con-
sidering the unfavourable climatic con-
ditions. 
An encouraging feature of these results 
is that mortality was considerably lower 
than for the corresponding period last 
year. 
Only 54 birds from all entries died in 
this test as against a total of 90 for the 
first 10 weeks of last year's tests. This 
was due mainly to a lower incidence of the 
leucosis complex which has accounted for 
47 deaths so far in the current test as 
against 102 deaths from this disease in 
the previous test. 
It is interesting to compare the results 
in the current test with those of the pre-
vious test at the end of the first 10 weeks 
of lay. 
The average number of days required 
to reach 50 per cent, production in this 
test was 173 days, as against 178 days in 
the previous test. No attempt was made 
to hold the birds back and due to the type 
of ration fed during the rearing period it 
could be expected that the time taken to 
reach 50 per cent, production would be 
slightly lower than on many farms, despite 
the fact that no culling is carried out in 
the Random Sample Test. 
The average feed consumed per bird per 
day for the 10-week laying period was 3.76 
ozs. This is considerably less than food 
consumption on most farms, probably be-
cause there are three entries of white leg-
horns (which tend to lower the average 
figure for feed consumption) and only one 
entry of a heavy breed. Despite the low 
feed intake figure egg production was sat-
isfactory, and as the price of feed is cal-
culated at fourpence a pound, or less than 
£34 a ton, this ration appears to be very 
economical. 
The ration fed is the standard ration 
for Random Sample Tests, as given in 
previous reports. Details are available 
from the Poultry Branch of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture. 
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FIFTH RANDOM SAMPLE LAYING TEST, 1961-1962 
Progressive Report to March 4, 1962 (70 Days, 10 Weeks) 
Name of entry 
Radio Hatchery 
Hamptons Poultry Stud 
D. G. Hoult 
A. Charlton 
Wexham Hatchery 
M. Fawkes & Son 
N. A. Bell 
Chalmers Hatchery 
Mulvra Hatchery 
Austral Hatchery 
Hamptons Poultry Stud 
S. G. Roberta 
R. H. Hlckson 
W. A. Cook 
T. B. Conlon 
A. Tyler 
K. A. Swannell 
L. T. Angel 
Albany Bell Hatchery 
Radio Hatchery 
S. L. Porter 
Albany Bell Hatchery 
W. A. Cook 
W. T. Adams 
N. A. BeU 
Control 
Test Average 
Breed 
WL/A 
WL/A 
WL/A 
WL/A 
WL/A 
WL/A 
WL/A 
WL/A 
WL/A 
WL/A 
A 
WL/A 
WL/A 
WL/A/WL 
WL/A 
WL/A 
W L 
WL/A 
WL/CC 
A/WL 
WL/A 
WL/A 
A/WL 
W L 
W L 
W L 
Age to 
reach 
50% days 
161 
164 
177 
177 
169 
179 
173 
167 
167 
171 
164 
159 
182 
167 
169 
174 
181 
184 
181 
177 
179 
178 
171 
178 
178 
189 
173 
H / H 
Prod. 
from 
213/7 
weeks 
43-0 
37-3 
34-2 
37-2 
36-9 
30-7 
32-1 
35-9 
35-2 
32-5 
40-9 
37-6 
33-5 
39-0 
32-4 
33-4 
26-2 
26-6 
28-7 
32-9 
29-6 
27-3 
32-0 
25-9 
25-9 
25-0 
33-1 
H / D 
Prod. 
from 
213/7 
weeks 
43-0 
37-3 
34-7 
37-3 
37-5 
34-9 
34-3 
36-1 
36-4 
32-8 
41-4 
38-0 
33-8 
39-5 
32-4 
33-9 
28-6 
28-5 
29-7 
33-6 
29-8 
28-5 
32-4 
26-6 
26-3 
25-6 
33-8 
Adult 
Mortality 
No. 
2 
1 
2 
2 
7 
1 
3 
2 
1 
2 
2 
2 
1 
5 
3 
4 
1 
2 
5 
2 
2 
2 
3 
2 
Average 
egg 
Weight 
oz. 
1-64 
1-66 
1-66 
1-67 
1-70 
1-74 
1-62 
1-64 
1-66 
1-68 
1-57 
1-65 
1-69 
1-60 
1-66 
1-71 
1-72 
1-71 
1-67 
1-72 
1-65 
1-72 
1-63 
1-65 
1-56 
1-50 
1-66 
Feed 
per bird 
per day 
oz. 
3-73 
3-84 
3-75 
3-66 
3-91 
4-16 
3-72 
3-55 
3-81 
3-90 
4-18 
3-81 
3-72 
3-72 
3-70 
3-70 
3-73 
3-85 
3-64 
3-73 
3-66 
3-82 
3-90 
3-41 
3-42 
3 1 7 
3-76 
Rate of 
lay for 
week 
ended 
4/3/62 
% 
73-6 
70-8 
77-9 
71-7 
65-8 
68-4 
63-0 
60-3 
65-3 
69-8 
78-1 
72-1 
72-1 
68-9 
63-8 
60-1 
57-0 
57-8 
61-7 
65-0 
60-7 
58-4 
70-7 
50-0 
52-6 
63-0 
65-5 
Income 
Less 
Feed 
Costs 
Minus 
s. d. 
2 3 
2 4 
2 5 
2 7 
2 10 
3 0 
3 3 
3 3 
3 4 
3 5 
3 6 
3 6 
3 7 
3 10 
3 11 
4 1 
4 2 
4 3 
4 3 
4 4 
4 4 
4 7 
4 8 
4 9 
5 5 
6 1 
3 8 
DETAILS OF MORTALITY 
Disease 
Omphalitis 
Uricaemia 
Pneumonia 
Blackhead 
Unknown* 
Heat Prostration 
Intestinal Coccidiosis 
Caecal 
Fowl Paralysis 
Visceral Leucosis 
Post Vaccinal Reaction 
Enteritis 
Peritonitis 
Prolapse 
Evisceration 
Hepatitis 
Cannibalism 
Gizzard Impaction 
Bowel Obstruction 
Total 
0-8 weeks « V ™ £ " * 
21 weeks and 
4 days-31 weeks Total 
and 3 days 
I 1 
...
 !
 9 .... .... 9 
14 ... .... 14 
i 
i i 
36 14 10 60 
... 
1 
... 
... | 
... 1 
... j 
-
... | 
1 1 
. . . 4 1 5 
... 
17 17 34 
4 9 13 
6 .... 6 
1 » 
1 5 6 
4 4 
1 .... 1 
1 .... , 1 
2 2 
1 1 
2 2 
... 60 49 54 163 
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